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ZYQE
SIUZETAS

I VEIKSMAS. Konstanco taryba, Vokietija. Rudzieras, Konstanco vyriausiasis teis¢jas, praneSa, kad
mieste posédziavusi popieziaus taryba kataliky imperatoriaus Sigizmundo ir jo Zento princo Leopoldo
pergalés pries husitus proga nusprendé paskelbti Sventg.

Nepaisydamas kataliky Sventés, zydas juvelyras Eleazaras savo namuose nenutraukia darby. Eleazaras
drauge su dukra Rachele apklausiamas, kodé¢l taip nepagarbiai elgiasi. Jis neslepia, kad nesilaiko paprociy
baznycios, kuri prie§ daugeli mety iStrémé ir nuteis€¢ myriop du jo stinus. Vyriausiasis teiséjas RudZieras
grasina jam mirties bausme — esa po teismo nuosprendZzio ji pajvairinty iSkilmes.

Ateina tarybos pirmininkas kardinolas de Bronji. Jis sulaiko isismarkavusia minia, reikalaujancia
Eleazarui ir Rachelei mirties. Kardinolas sako, kad Dievo malonés turi buti vienodai taikomos ir
katalikams, ir Zydams. Rachelé teigia pavargusi nuo neapykantos krikS¢ionims ir noréty jos atsikratyti,
jeigu kriks¢ionys bty bent kiek taikesni. Tuo tarpu Eleazaras linkéty jiems pragaisties, net jei jie palikty
zydus ramybe¢je. RudZieras pareiskia, kad Zydai visuomet bus krikS¢ioniy priesai.

Pasivadings ZydiSku Samuelio vardu, princas Leopoldas, Austrijos imperatoriaus dukters Eudoksijos
vyras, slapta susitikin¢ja su Rachele. Nenujausdama klastos, per viena i$ pasimatymuy Rachelé pakviecia ji
ateiti { Eleazaro namus Svesti Paschos.

Aplink Sventinis Surmulys, dainuojamos uZstalés dainos, kiekvienas verZziasi pamatyti iSkilminga
procesija. Tarp ju — Eleazaras ir Rachelé. Jie vél uzsitraukia minios pykti, iSdris¢ prisiartinti prie katedros
dury. RudZieras vél juos suima. Taciau Sikart juos iSlaisvina Leopoldas, davgs slaptus nurodymus
imperatoriaus lankininky serZantui Albertui. Rachelé nesupranta, kod¢l pareigtinas pakluso jos mylimojo
nurodymams, ja apima dvejonés ir bugStavimai. Tuo tarpu Sventé tgsiasi. Imperatorius ir kardinolas de
Bronji krikstija jauniausia Eudoksijos ir Leopoldo kiidiki.

IT VEIKSMAS. Eleazaro namuose Svenc¢iama Pascha — Zyduy Velykos. Samueliu apsimetgs Leopoldas
sédi tarp sveCiy. Skambant maldoms, Eleazaras dalija nerauginta duona. UZuot suvalggs, Leopoldas savo
gabalélj sugniauZia delne. Tai pasteb&jusi, Rachelé nori dél tokio elgesio su juo pasikalbéti.

Staiga kazkas pasibeldZia i duris. Zydu valgiy pilnas stalas akimirksniu nukraustomas. leina princesé
Eudoksija, norédama uzsakyti savo vyrui Leopoldui papuosala. Leopoldas priverstas sléptis. Jai iSéjus,
Rachelé¢ nusprendzia pasiaiskinti su savo mylimuoju.

Leopoldas prisipazista, kad yra kriks¢ionis, taciau nutyli kartu esas princas Leopoldas — princesés
Eudoksijos vyras. Rachelé pasibais€ja, bet leidZiasi ikalbama pabégti kartu su juo, nes bijo, kad paaiskés
jos meilés rySys su krikS¢ionimi. Juodu uzklumpa Eleazaras. Jis linkgs leisti jaunuoliams sprukti, taciau
kai suZino, kad Leopoldas yra krikSCionis, itiZta ir grasina jam mirtimi. Tik Rachelés meilé ir neviltis
privercia ji atleisti Leopoldui. Jis nori, kad jaunuolis vesty Rachelg. Leopoldas atsisako — Zydaités ir
kriks¢ionio vedybos neimanomos. Eleazaras prisiekia jam atkerSyti.

III VEIKSMAS. Princes¢ Eudoksija rimuose su vaikais laukia iSkilmingos puotos Leopoldo garbei.
Sventei prasidéjus, choras liaupsina Leopoldo Zygdarbius. Pasirodo Eleazaras ir Rachelé — jie atne$¢
Eudoksijos uzsakytaji papuosala.

Leopoldas atsiklaupia priesais princesg, kai §i imperatoriaus vardu rengiasi uzkabinti jam aukso granding.
Isiverzia Rachelé ir iSplésia granding Eudoksijai i§ ranky. Ji atpaZista savo mylimaji Samueli — princa
Leopolda — ir vieSai ji apkaltina su ja, Zyde, turé¢jus meilés rySi. Tai nusikaltimas, vertas mirties
nuosprendZio.

Pripazindamas savo kalte, Leopoldas to nepaneigia ir nesiteisina. Kardinolas Bronji visus tris — Eleazara,
Rachelg ir Leopolda — prakeikes imeta i kaléjima.



IV VEIKSMAS. Kal¢jime Rachele aplanko princesé Eudoksija. Ji praSo atsiimti savo kaltinimus
Leopoldui, kad iSgelbéty ji nuo ziities. Eudoksijos spaudZiama, Rachel¢ sutinka, taip dovanodama
krikS¢ioniui gyvybg.

IS¢jus Eudoksijai, kardinolas de Bronji sitilo Rachelei vienintelj iSsigelbéjima: Eleazaras turéty atsisakyti
zydy tik¢jimo ir apsikrikStyti. Eleazaras grieZtai atmeta §i pasitlyma: jis verciau mirs, nei leisis
krikStijamas jéga. AtsikerSydamas jis papasakoja, kad per Romos gaisra, kai kardinolas prarado Zmona ir
dukra, dukra vis délto nezuvo. Mergaite iSaugo Zydo Seimoje. Taciau jo vardo Eleazaras nepasakysias uz
jokius pinigus. Eleazara apninka abejonés, ar turis teis¢ praZudyti Rachelg, bet iSgirdgs aikSteje
antisemitinius minios riksmus ryZtasi — Rachelé mirs su juo.

V VEIKSMAS. Eleazaras ir Rachel¢ laukia mirties bausmés. Eleazaras pasipiktina iSgirdgs, kad
Leopoldui mirties bausmé dovanota. Rachelei atsiémus kaltinimus, buvo apsiribota Leopoldo iStrémimu.
Eleazaras klausia Rachelés, ar ji noréty biiti iSgelbéta atsizadédama savo tikéjimo ir tapdama krik$¢ione.
Rachel¢ iSdidziai atsisako.

Kardinolas de Bronji bando ikalbéti Eleazara papasakoti apie savo dingusios dukters likima. Rachelg
nuzudZius, Eleazaras atskleidZia savo kerStingaja paslapti: ji buvusi ne Zydaité; tikrasis Rachelés tévas —
kardinolas de Bronji. Abiem pasmerktiesiems jvykdZius mirties bausmg, krik$¢ioniy choras dainuoja:
. Laip, tai ivyko, ir Zydams mes atkerSijome!*

SYNOPSIS

ACT 1. Council of Constance, Germany. Ruggiero, the provost of the city of Constance, announces that
the Pope’s Council, at present in session at Constance, has decreed festivities in honour of the victory of
the catholic Emperor Sigismund and his son-in-law Prince Leopold over the husits.

At the house of Eléazar, the Jewish jeweller, work continues despite the festivities. Eléazar and his
daughter Rachel are questioned why this should be so. Eléazar confesses that he does not feel bound by
the customs of a church which had his two blameless sons killed years ago. The mayor, Ruggiero,
threatens him with death, which, carried out after the court’s judgement, would give the festivities an
added attraction.

Cardinal de Brogni, the leader of the council, appears. He stops the people eager to kill Eléazar and
Rachel.

De Brogni expresses the opinion that the grace of God should also be accorded to Jews. Rachel says she
does not want to hate the Christians any more, if they promise peace on their part. Whereas Eléazar wants
the ruin of Christians, even these promise to leave the Jews in peace, and Ruggiero states that Jews will
forever be the Christian’s enemy.

Under the Jewish name of Samuel, Prince Léopold, the husband of Emperor’s daughter, Princess
Eudoxie, is Rachel’s secret lover. He calls on her, and she invites him to Passah meal in the evening.
Rachel doesn’t know anything about Léopold’s real life.

Festive rejoicing accompanied by a choral drinking song: everybody wants to see the pageant, Eléazar
and Rachel among them. Because they stand in front of the cathedral doors, Ruggiero has them taken into
custody once again. Léopold intervenes, giving secret orders to Albert, an imperial officer, and the
prisoners are released again immediately. Rachel is unable to explain her lover’s influence on the officer;
she is full of doubts and worries. The festivities continue. Eudoxie’s and Léopold’s youngest child is
being baptised by the Emperor and Cardinal de Brogni.



ACT 2. Passah meal at Eléazar’s House. Léopold under the guise of Samuel is among the guests. As the
prayers are said, Eléazar distributes unleavened bread. Léopold palms his uneaten bread. Rachel sees this

and wants to face him because of his behaviour.

There is knocking outside. The Jewish meal decorations are removed hurriedly. Léopold hides. Princess
Eudoxie enters the house to order jewellery for her husband Léopold. After she has left again, Léopold
and Rachel arrange for a clarifying talk.

Léopold confesses to being a Christian, without saying that he is married to the Emperor’s daughter
Eudoxie. Rachel is horrified, but because of the danger that her love for a Christian could be discovered,
she allows herself to be talked into fleeing with Léopold. Eléazar faces the two of them. Despite his intent
to flee, he does not see any traitor in Samuel (Léopold) and is willing to let him go unmolested. But when
Léopold confesses to Eléazar that he is a Christian, Eléazar becomes enraged and wants to kill him. Only
Rachel’s sorrow moves the jeweller to forgive Léopold. He wants Léopold to marry Rachel, but Léopold
refuses the offer: marriage is impossible, because Rachel is a Jewess. Eléazar vows revenge.

ACT 3. Eudoxie, left alone with children in the palace, is waiting for the beginning of the festivities in
Leopold’s honour. When the festivities begin, the chorus praises his deeds. Eléazar and Rachel bring the
jewels ordered by Eudoxie.

Léopold has to kneel in front of his betrothed. When Eudoxie is about to decorate him with the chain in
the name of the Emperor, Rachel intervenes and tears the chain from her. She has uncovered the real
identity of Samuel, who is really Léopold, accuses him of perjury publicly and of having lived with her, a
Jewess, as a concubine.

Léopold, conscious of his guilt, does not dare to defend himself. De Brogni places a ban on Eléazar,
Rachel and Léopold. All three are taken away as prisoners.

ACT 4. Princess Eudoxie is allowed to visit Rachel in prison. If she would retract her accusations against
Léopold, she could save his life. Eudoxie presses Rachel, until she yields and, being a Jewess, saves the
Christian.

Eudoxie withdraws, Cardinal de Brogni comes and offers Rachel the only means for her salvation:
Eléazar should recant his Jewish beliefs and be baptised.

Eléazar rejects this proposal in a rage: he prefers to die than to be baptised by force. But before that, he
will take his revenge on a Christian: once, in Rome, when de Brogni lost his family in a fire, his daughter
had been saved by a Jew. But Eléazar refuses to tell the name of this Jew; it will remain his secret unto
death.

Eléazar is filled with doubts as to whether he is permitted to take Rachel to death with him: when God
gave him Rachel as his daughter, he had sworn to protect her. Now he himself is condemning her to
death. But the anti-Jewish outcry by the populace strengthens his resolve to take her with him.

ACT 5. Eléazar and Rachel are to be executed. Eléazar is angered as he hears that Léopold need not die;
due to Rachel’s retraction he is only banned. Eléazar offers Rachel to be baptised, so that she might live.
But she holds fast to her decision.

Cardinal de Brogni implores Eléazar to tell him of the fate of his lost daughter. At the moment when
Eléazar and Rachel should be killed, Eléazar reveals his secret: Rachel is no Jewess, she is his adopted
daughter, and de Brogni is her true father. Eléazar and Rachel are executed and the Christians are singing:
“It is done... and we are avenged against the Jews!”



